
HPC	  4	  HPC	  BoF	   
Session	  Leaders:	  
Jack	  Wells,	  Director	  of	  Science,	  National	  Center	  for	  Computational	  Science,	  Oak	  Ridge	  
National	  Laboratory	  

Richard	  Coffey,	  Director	  of	  User	  Experience,	  Argonne	  Leadership	  Computing	  Facility	  

Michele	  De	  Lorenzi,	  Associate	  Director,	  Swiss	  National	  Computing	  Centre	  (CSCS)	  

Abstract	   

This	  Birds	  of	  a	  Feather	  session	  brought	  together	  leaders	  from	  supercomputing	  
centers,	  universities,	  industry,	  and	  associated	  fields	  (like	  science	  journalists	  and	  
HPC	  solution	  providers)	  to	  discuss	  the	  challenges	  in	  communicating	  the	  value	  of	  
supercomputing	  for	  society	  at	  large.	  We	  analyzed	  the	  range	  of	  topics	  that	  need	  to	  be	  
communicated,	  identify	  their	  respective	  audiences,	  and	  discuss	  possible	  strategies	  
and	  practices	  for	  achieving	  the	  highest	  impact.	  The	  BoF	  concluded	  with	  a	  lively	  
discussion	  in	  which	  attendees	  will	  be	  encouraged	  to	  share	  their	  ideas,	  experiences,	  
and	  best	  practices.	  This	  was	  also	  a	  great	  opportunity	  for	  networking	  and	  community	  
building.	  	  
	  

Summary	   

More	  than	  20	  communicators	  from	  an	  array	  of	  industry,	  academia	  and	  national	  
laboratories	  attended	  the	  High-‐Performance	  Communications	  for	  High-‐Performance	  
Computing	  BoF.	  The	  meeting	  was	  held	  on	  Wednesday	  November	  20	  from	  12:15-‐
1:15	  p.m.	  

The	  agenda	  began	  with	  introductions	  and	  a	  recap	  of	  outcomes	  from	  the	  HPC4HOC	  
BoF	  at	  the	  ISC13	  meeting.	  The	  next	  portion	  of	  the	  meeting	  included	  three	  HPC	  Case	  
Studies.	  Michele	  De	  Lorenzi	  and	  Angela	  Detjen	  presented	  an	  overview	  of	  the	  
communication	  program	  for	  the	  Piz	  Daint	  Supercomputer.	  Next,	  Richard	  Gerber	  
discussied	  plans	  for	  NERSC’s	  40th	  anniversary	  in	  2013.	  The	  final	  presentation	  was	  
from	  Helen	  Gardiner	  from	  the	  University	  of	  Melbourne.	  The	  session	  concluded	  with	  
group	  discussion.	  

	  

	  



Outcomes 

There	  were	  two	  major	  outcomes	  from	  the	  HPC4HPC	  BoF	  at	  SC13.	  	  

First,	  the	  group	  established	  an	  email	  distribution	  list	  including	  contact	  information	  
for	  each	  of	  the	  23	  participants.	  That	  distribution	  list	  will	  serve	  as	  a	  great	  way	  to	  
allow	  members	  to	  stay	  connected,	  to	  engage	  in	  follow-‐up	  discussions	  that	  grew	  out	  
of	  the	  BoF	  and	  to	  make	  plans	  for	  future	  events.	  

A	  second	  outcome	  was	  the	  creation	  of	  a	  website:	  www.hpc-‐hpc.org.	  This	  will	  serve	  
as	  an	  access	  point	  for	  high	  performance	  communicators	  to	  share	  information,	  to	  
post	  presentations	  and	  other	  educational	  materials	  and	  to,	  again,	  stay	  connected.	  

In	  summation,	  we	  feel	  this	  was	  a	  very	  positive	  session	  and	  we	  look	  forward	  to	  future	  
BoFs	  which	  will	  provide	  the	  opportunity	  for	  us	  to	  build	  on	  the	  discussions	  we	  had	  at	  
SC13.	  

	  

	  

 

	  


